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RYA TO CEASE AS UK NATIONAL AUTHORITY FOR POWERBOAT RACING  
 

 

The RYA has today written to the Union Internationale Motonautique (UIM), the 

international federation for Powerboat Racing, to inform them that it will no longer act as 

national authority for powerboat racing in the UK with effect from 01 January 2019.   

 

This decision has been taken by the RYA’s Board, following a review of the status of the 

sport and an evaluation of the risks and responsibilities associated with acting as the 

national authority.  

 

The Board has been monitoring the situation closely since the implementation of the Cardy 

report in 2015/16, and following the 2017 season determined that the situation was no 

longer sustainable long-term. The announcement has been made at this time in line with 

the requirements advised by the UIM in advance of their 2018 general assembly. 

 

The Board has concluded that the financial, safety, and reputational challenges presented 

are disproportionate to the number of clubs and competitors now actively racing. In 

particular, the voluntary disaffiliation of the Offshore powerboat racing clubs in 2017 has 

reduced the number of licence holders to an unsustainable level, with just 92 adult and 18 

junior licence holders across nine affiliated powerboat racing clubs, of which only six are 

involved in actively organising powerboat racing events. The Board considers that it is no 

longer in the best interests of the RYA’s membership as a whole to continue to act as the 

governing body. 



 

The Powerboat Racing department will continue to operate as normal for the remainder of 

the 2018 season, including issuing licences and ratifying the results of British 

Championships, World and British Speed Records. The office will close in December 2018 

and no licences will be issued by the RYA for the 2019 season. 

 

It is not the RYA’s role, or intention, to nominate any successor organisation; this is a 

decision for the UIM to take at the appropriate time.  Once the UIM has decided, the RYA 

is committed to transferring all appropriate records and resources to the new body in order 

to facilitate their operation. Meanwhile, the RYA will be proactive in exploring all viable 

options for an interim solution to assist the transfer in 2019 if required. This includes the 

possibility of UK drivers applying to the Irish Sailing Association for licences subject to 

compliance with ISA terms and processes.   

 

We would like to thank the many Powerboat Racing clubs and volunteers who have 

offered their services to the RYA and to the sport, as well as the many competitors who 

have represented us in both National and International competition.  

 

-Ends- 
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Notes to Editors: 
 

 Details of the Cardy Report can be found here – 
https://www.rya.org.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/powerboatracing/pbr-
review/Powerboat%20Racing%20Review%20%202016.pdf  

 
About the RYA 

 The RYA is the national body for all forms of recreational, competitive and professional boating.  
It represents dinghy and yacht racing, motor and sail cruising, RIBs and sportsboats, 
powerboat racing, windsurfing, inland cruising and personal watercraft.  
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 The RYA is recognised by all government offices as being the negotiating body for the activities 
it represents. It continually fights for the rights and freedoms of its 110,000 personal members, 
the majority of whom choose to go afloat for purely recreational non-competitive pleasure on 
coastal and inland waters. There are an estimated further 500,000 boat owners nationally who 
are members of RYA affiliated clubs and class associations. 

  

 The RYA also sets and maintains recognised standards for training for both leisure and 
commercial boating through a network of more than 2,400 RYA Recognised Training Centres 
in 58 countries. Approximately 250,000 people per year complete RYA training courses. 

 

 The RYA is committed to promoting all forms of boating and making them accessible to 
everyone.  For more information please refer to our web site www.rya.org.uk 

 

 You can find the RYA at RYA House, Ensign Way, Hamble, Southampton, SO31 4YA  
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